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Defects In the Postal System.

{ Continued from page b)
anxiously before consenting to n prop-
osition which thus subverts all our
ideas of popular government.

There is enough of c¢omplication
and menace in present postul condi-
tions, defects hidden to the public but
fully revealed to experts, to suggest
extreme cantlon as to venturing on ad-
ditional nnd still more dangerous [en-
tures. The postoffice business, even
on a legitimate basis, hns grown so
vast that the personal oversight of the
head of the department s impossible.
That chief executive and all his prin-
cipnl asslstants, being politlcal ap-
pointees, are removed at brief inter-
vals, and have little apportunity to
become famillar with thelr duties, The
laws under which the mafl service op-
erates are o mass of ineonsistencies—
never systematically codified, but
growing up year after year by hasty
“provisoa” attachel to the annual ap-
propriantion bills, adding new features
modifying existing statutes, repoaling
and re-enncting, with no Intelligent at-
tention to eoherence or effective op-
eration,

Above all, the aceounting system,
upon which so much depends, is fa-
tally defective. Of financlal transac
tions aggregating a billlon nnd a quars
ter dollars annually In aceounts set-
tled, less than ten per cent have the
administrative andit or the review re.
quired by law, owing to Inadeguate
clerienl foree in the auditor's office.
There is not the inlependence of
gerutiny and report  that correct ac-
counting prineiples require. "There Is
no intelligible system, such as pre-
vails in banking and railroad offices
where the complications and responsi.
bilitles are not a hundredth part as
great, Taking the service as it now is
without any adlitlonal branches, its
business and labor are growing so
much more rapidly than any other
element of our social economy that
we may well pause to inquire, whither
does all this lead—where will It end?
There I8 somewhere a limit to safety
in the process of expansion, even on
{ts present basls. It must be manifes:
to many ecareful thinker that this dan-
ger Hne will be reached soon enough
without undue stimulus.

Champions of the dociring of gov-
ernment management of all so-enlled
“publiec  utilities,” argue illoglealls
from & basls of supposeld succeds In
transporting the malls with speel and
accuracy, The argument is illogieal,
because it fails to consider tha f{act
that the government avalls ltsell o!
inpumerable private enterprises in ac¢
complishing these results. The post
offiee department owns practically
nothing used in transporting the mafls
except the bangs anid the locks. The
rallroads, steamships, steambonts,
stagecoaches, street cars, wagons, and
carts are the private property of In
dividuals or corporations hired for the
publie use. If the department owned
all these instrumentalities, and were
obliged to keep them in repalr, to In-
crease equipment and extend lines in
response to public demand, the mag-
nitude of the enterprise would be more
clearly seen., Unguestionably a large
ghare of the efMceiency of our present
gervice s due to the vigor and alert-
ness of the corporate and individual
energies employed therein,

An influential clientele now clamor
for the parcels-post. These desire to
have the limit of weiglit on pnckages
of merchandise transmissible through
the malls extended from four pounds,
as at present, to eleven pounds or
more. It is further proposed to es-
tablish a rate on such packages of six
cents for the first pound and two
cents Tor each additional pound up to
eleven; thus eleven pounds would cost
twentyv-aix cents from New York to
Seattle, Honolulu, or Manlla, or just
sixty-two cents less than experience
shows I8 the actual cost of service for
avernge distances. Bmphasis 1s pluced
upon the advantage to be derived by
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consumers, who are urged to cooperate
in seeking by this indirect means to
reduce the high charges of railronds
and express companies, which they
allege now prevall

It is argued that this concession
would greatly Increase business and
accommodate the people. No account
is taken of the loss that would neces-
sarily result to the posial revenues,
which it has been demonstrated would
be over $100,000,000 a year. That s
a consideration of little welght with
the manufacturers of small articles of
merchandise, the department stores,
ete,, who would greatly profit by this
new departure.

On the other hand retall mer
chants’ assoclations In different sec-
tions energetically protest against the
scheme, They warn retailers that
their business may recelve a most

who originate and promote it. It is
difficult to see what argument can be
adduced In favor of carrying parcels
of merchandise at rates far below the
cost of such earrlage that will not
equally apply to conducting our entire
transportation or manufacturing busi-
ness by the general government for
the benefit of favored classes of its
citizens. It is the bhelief of thinking
persons that the use of the malls for
transporting merchandise goes far
enough under existing laws.

Some of the postal schemes pro-
posed are bewildering In their detafls,
One promoter Inslsts on the early as-
sumption by the federal government
of the entire baggoage, express, and
postal car equipment of the country
with the addition of about 1,000 fast
frefight cars—about 10,000 cars in all.
With these dilferent servieces—the

serlous blow unless they bring to beay
on natlonal lawmakers the pressure
necessnry to defeat such legislation.
They de onstrate that this system
would p. miit mail order houses in the
larger citles to ultimately control the
retall business of the entire country,
the expense of carryving merchaniiss
for these establishments at a cost
much in excess of the amount of post-
uge recelved being pald for by publie
taxation,

The controversy thus golng on be
tween conflicting Interests, one seek-
ing advantage and the other fearing
injury from an Innovation in postal
methods, shows how distinctively it
I8 n part of the business machinery
of the country, and how suseceptible it
is of abuse from unconsidere is-

lation for the especial behalf
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of ordinary mall, express
matter, and baggage—"combine | un
der the postofMces, places of transfel
to and from the raflroads, the postal
trolley car, and the automobile post
office,” he expects to revolutioniz:
present conditions—as unquestionably
he wounld,

An advanced Socialist thus portray:
the good times that will ensue wher,
there Is “ecollective ownership of al
means of production and distribution,’
and the postoflice department run
everything: “There will be no mone:
In the present understanding of tha
term. The capitalist’s goll and bond
will have no more purchasing value
than brown paper and fron. He mus
produce certificates of labor done in
order to buy the simplest things whicl
Profit, Interest, and rent,
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the means by which he Is able so un.
Justly to live in ldleness, will disap.
pear and he must work, as ull men
must work, or starve.”

Upon the whole, then, and In con.
clusion: we have assimilated into
our governmental structure an  in-
stitution wearing all the aspects, con:
taining all the defects, subject to al)
the abuse of a private or corporate en.
terprise, and we are, as a body politie,
more poorly equipped for dealing with
those evils than would be a corpora
tion animated solely by business in
stinets and eapable of acting strictly
on business prineciples, The apparent
guecess of this venture inspires inco.
herent demands for unlimited illegiti-
mate additions to its already over-
burdened and dangerous functions.

There is enosugh in present condl
ditions and ewrrent tendencles to give
n lomd warning agiinst unwarranted
expansion—Harper's,
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PARRY ON RATE-MAKING AND
DISASTERS.

D, M. Parry, president of the Na-
tionil  Manufacturers’ association,
writes to “American Industries” the
following:

“l believe that government rate-
miaking means the destroying of com-
petition, and not monopoly; that it
must be supplemented by legal pool-
ing; that the results would tend to In-
flexibility in rates; the stopping of
the wheels of progress: the magnify-
ing of the power of the government
to o dangerous degree anl the intro-
duction in our political life of a never-
ending source of strife between the
various parts of the nation. In fact,
I believe it would be a national erime
against the fundamental principles of
a free country and a blow in the face
of our great prosperity.

“Let those who favor government
rate-muking answer the arguments
made agninst it. Incidentally it is no
argument to eharge those who oppose
the proposition with being influenced
by the raflroads; nor Is it a valld
argument to saw the air with passion-
ate tirades against the granting of re-
bates and other practices ithat are
condemned by all.

“The question Is one of the greatest
moment, becaunse it involves a depar-
ture in government policy that may
have farreaching consequences lead-
Ing in the direction of Soclallsm. We
have got along for fifty years without
government fixing of raflrond rates,
and surely there are no good reasons
for haste In considering the advisa-
bility of eniering on such a course at
the present time. At least It seems
to me that the question Is one that
should be most carefully consldered
and that mmple opportunity should be
given for the fullest discussion upon it.

“In conclusion, I sincerely hope the
majority of the members of this asso-
cintion will support the majority sen:
timent of its board of directors In the
conclusion that there should be no im-
mediate cloture of the debate on gov-
ernment rate-making in this associa-
tion.”

>

TRUTH s a legal journal. Send In
your Mining Notices, Assessment Neo-
tices, and Delinguent Notices. TRUTH
'‘Phones 1938.

Fa
Lt

Explanation by the Court.

In an appeal from a justice's court
the justice accompanied the transeript
with the following explangtion: “This
affidavit is overruled byﬂe court on
the ground of ignoring the court
when requested to walt and hear the
opinion of the court in regard to a
continuance. And with his hat on
his head, a clgar In his mouth, the
saldl James Harvey went out, saying
he did not care what I done with the
case.~—8, H. Mlitchell, Justice of the
Peace,"




